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Focusing on the weekend from the perspective of lost people
means . .. “It's the Music!” The weekend experience should
be a form of tfransportation, taking the participant on an
emotional, intellectual, and ultimately spiritual journey to the
higher things of God. The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops' Sing to the Lord says,

God /as bestowed upon /s people the o177 of song. God adwells
WIIRIT €achl fuman person, i e place where miusic lakes it
source. lndeed, God, the giver of song, is present whaenever Ais
peaople sing fiis praises. A cry from deep within our bemng,
music is a way jor God fo lead us fo the realm of /igter
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We like to say that music is the water on which the experience
sails. *Music does what words alone cannot do. It is capable
of expressing a dimension of meaning and feeling that words
alone convey.” More than any other element in the church’s
weekend experience, it is the music that can touch and
change people’s hearts — for better or for worse.

In our parish the music program included some musical
options: three weekend masses were designated as “cantor
and organ,” one as “choir”, one "“folk”, and, blessedly, one
was “quiet”.

The folk mass was far and away more popular than the other
musical choices, perhaps because it was easiest to listen to or
the easiest to tune out. The group tried their best, but they
struggled. Their presentation was flawed and the music they
played was dated and uninteresting. At the other masses, the
music was worse — far, far worse.

Taken from: Rebuilt, by Fr. Michael White and Tom Corcoran.



